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An Appeal against the Discrimination toward Fukushima

The Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Plant Disaster emitted 168 times as much radioactive material
as the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima. This radioactive material has caused serious damage to
neighboring prefectures by emitting high doses of radiation. Considering the fact that we have enjoyed
a high energy—consuming lifestyle until now, I believe the latest radioactive damage should be
addressed not only by residents in and around Fukushima prefecture, but Japan as a whole

In Fukuoka city of Kyushu region, a “Fukushima Oen Shop”, which planned to sell goods delivered
directly from Fukushima, had to cancel its opening of September, 2011. This was due to objections
by e-mail and telephone demanding, “Do not bring radiation from Fukushima into Kyushu”. In addition,
residents of Nisshin city in Ehime prefecture protested against setting of f fireworks made in Fukushima.
Moreover, it was reported in October that the construction of a bridge in Kawachinagano city of Osaka
prefecture was suspended because there were some concerns that bridge girders made in Fukushima could
be harmful. These are examples of how moves to avoid products from Fukushima have taken place
repeatedly.

Let us consider the Gozan—no—Okuribi Festival in Kyoto. In preparing for this festival, the
use of firewood from pine trees of an afflicted region, Rikuzentakata city of Iwate prefecture, was
refused twice in August. That was due to the objection that the firewood must not be used as long
as any dose of radiation was measured. Out of fear for invisible radiation and its proliferation,
people crushed the afflicted persons’ desire to pray for the repose of the victims. An extremely
deplorable division between peoples is apparent in this incident

Under the myth of security, information has been completely hidden or controlled, so that
citizens are prevented from knowing the risk of nuclear power generation and the realities of nuclear
accidents. Because of this, such exclusion and division have emerged. As radioactive contamination
spreads, exclusion and discrimination are similarly spreading by means of hatred and avoidance. In
order to overcome this situation, we should accept the reality that our living conditions have
completely changed after the nuclear accident of March 11, 2011, and we are exposed to radiation on
a daily basis. I believe it is necessary for us to learn how to live in such a reality.

The boycott of products and people from Fukushima does not lead to overcoming this situation.
This issue of the latest nuclear accident is not limited to Fukushima prefecture and neighboring areas
alone, but involves all of us in Japan. Now is the time for all of us in Japan to foster solidarity
with the people of Fukushima and share their pain. At the same time, it is necessary to minimize the
risk of exposure to radiation for children, the unborn and young people who are the hope for the future.

On September 30, 2011, the Japanese government decided that the emergency evacuation
preparation zone between 20 and 30 kilometer away from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Plant was no
longer necessary. Therefore it became possible for 26,000 residents of five cities and villages
including Minami—soma city to return to their hometowns. The reason for the lifting of the zone was
that the annual radiation exposure level was 20 millisieverts or under in that area, so it was very
unlikely that emergency situations would arise in the future. It was intended that once the government
made the decision, people could go back to their hometowns with confidence in that decision. However,
many people criticized the figure of 20 millisieverts, so the government started to reexamine it
This demonstrates that the government does not show the utmost respect for human lives

The situation will never improve by rejecting Fukushima. Only by accepting and being close
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to and showing solidarity with the people of Fukushima who return in anguish to their hometowns with
such high doses of radiation, can we find the way we should choose. What we ought to reject is not
Fukushima, but our exclusion and discrimination, which are the obstacles to solidarity with people
in Fukushima. We must also reject nuclear policies that have brought about these circumstances.

Nuclear plants are built on the premise that urban areas are inappropriate for nuclear plants,
which is based on discrimination against rural areas. During construction, plants divide local
residents into supporters and opponents, destroying communal relations. Once plants start operating,
a huge number of workers are exposed to radiation, and a tremendous amount of radioactive fallout
called “death ash” is generated continuously. The total amount of death ash generated by 54 nuclear
power plants in Japan is 1.2 million times as much as the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima. Therefore,
nuclear plants place a tremendous burden on humanity from the process of mining uranium all the way
to managing nuclear waste. Inparticular, high—-level radioactive waste is extremely hazardous material,
which must be kept isolated from living environments for a million years. This waste goes beyond the
bounds of human control in all senses

We, the Committee against BURAKUDiscrimination through Human—-Rights Approaches, appeal that
children from Fukushima not be discriminated against at evacuation sites, and not suffer marriage

discrimination in the future

December 22, 2011
Martin Tetsuo Hiraga, Bishop of Sendai
Chairman

Committee against BUKRAKU Discrimination through Human—Rights Approaches

FIBAIERIZEREZERA v B —Y  KFERR

On the Occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the Canonization

of the 26 Martyrs of Japan and the Resumption of Missionary Activities

It has been exactly 150 years since the 26 Martyrs of Japan, who were also called “Paul Miki
and Companions”, were canonized on June 8, 1862 by Blessed Pope Pius IX (1). They were martyred on
February 5, 1597 at Nishizaka, Nagasaki. It also marks the 150'" anniversary of the construction of

a church in Yokohama on January 12, 1862 and the resumption of missionary activities

The Resumption of Missionary Activities in Japan
1. The Apostolic Vicariate of Japan was created anew and Bp. Forcade was appointed as the first
Apostolic Vicar for the resumed mission.

In 1588, during the era of Kirishitan (early Japanese Christians), Pope Sixtus V
established the diocese of Funai (currently called Oita) for the first time in Japan. Although Bp.
Morales had been appointed as the first bishop, Bp. Martins was the first bishop who actually
arrived in Japan in 1596. However, Japan closed itself off from the rest of the world due to the
strict anti-Christian policy of the Shogunate.
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From the middle of the 19tk century, the motivation for sending missionaries anew to
Japan arose in France. Pope Pius IX, who was concerned about the mission in Japan, entrusted
it to the Paris Foreign Missions Society in 1846. Although Fr. Forcade of the same Society was
appointed and sent as the first Apostolic Vicar of Japan, he could not enter Japan due to the
Anti-Christian Edicts. Therefore he had to remain installed in Hong Kong (2).
2. Yokohama Tenshudo (church) was built and missionary activities were resumed.

As soon as the national isolation policy was practically lifted in 1858, Fr. Girald landed
in Yokohama as the chaplain for the French Consulate of Edo (3). In 1862, Yokohama Tenshudo
was built and missionary activities were resumed. In addition, the 26 Martyrs of Japan were
canonized in Rome by Pope Pius IX on June 8 of the same year.

3. The discovery of the Hidden Christians

Oura Catholic Church, the church of 26 Martyrs, was built in Nagasaki on December
29, 1864. The dedication of the church was conducted on February 19, 1865, and Fr. Petitjean,
who had completed the construction of the church with Fr. Furet, became the first pastor. One
month later, on March 17, a group of hidden Christians of Urakami village visited the church,
which was called “Furansudera (French temple)” at that time, and confessed their faith. In this
way, the Hidden Christians were discovered. This news was conveyed to the world with
profound astonishment as the discovery of the Hidden Christians who had been enduring
persecution for 250 years. Fr. Petitjean was ordained Bishop one year later.

The meaning of the 150th anniversary of the resumption of missionary activities

The 26 Martyrs of Japan who were martyred 415 years ago, as well as the Hidden
Christians who passed on their faith continuously from generation to generation for 250 years
under the Anti-Christian Edicts, witnessed their Christian faith at the risk of their own lives. Even
after missionaries had entered Japan again, the faithful were severely persecuted anew and many
of them lost their lives for their faith. Although we received the blessing of the beatification of Fr.
Peter Kibe and 187 Martyrs three years ago, we must not forget that we have the same blood and
faith as theirs while living in the modern world. As Blessed Pope John Paul II said during his visit
to Japan, the foundation of the Church in Japan is the blood of martyrs.

I would like to pay close attention to the fact that 150 years ago the Church in France and
other countries in the world prayed together for the Church in Japan, a remote island nation in the
east. In the same year that missionaries started to enter Japan, Pope Pius IX canonized the 26
Martyrs of Japan, and appealed to the world to pray for Christians in Japan. Responding to this,
priests of the Paris Foreign Missions Society and young sisters from the Sisters of the Infant Jesus
(Nicolas Barre), the Congregation of the Infant Jesus of Chauffailles, and the Congregation of
Sisters of St. Paul of Chartres started to evangelize Japan where the Anti-Christian Edicts had just
been lifted and the situation was still severe. Missionaries from the rest of the world followed in
their footsteps.

On the occasion of this memorable year, let us, as the Church in Japan, reflect on the
amazing history of salvation that God prepared for Japan. We would also like to turn our eyes to
and have a sense of gratitude for the Church in the world which has been praying for our country.
The Church in Japan has been connected to the Church around the world from the outset.

Pope Benedict XVI will declare the opening of the Year of Faith this October. It is the time
for us to confirm the history of the Church in Japan and reflect anew on future evangelization on
the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the resumption of missionary activities. Inheriting the
spirit of the Second Vatican Council (1962~1965) and the National Incentive Convention on
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Evangelization (NICE in 1987 and 1993), let us make proper preparations for the Year of Faith to

promote evangelization anew in Japan.

February 5, 2012

Feast of Paul Miki and Companions

Chairman of the Special Committee for Promoting Canonization and Beatification

Bishop Paul Yoshinao Otsuka

Notes

(1

(2)

3

The activities to promote the canonization of 26 Martyrs were initiated less than 10 years after
their martyrdom. In an archive in Pastrana, Spain, there is a document in which Peter
Gensuke Kano and 11 other representatives of the faithful in Osaka and Kyoto solicited the
Pope for the canonization of the 26 Martyrs of Japan on January 26, 1604. Although the move
to promote the canonization of these martyrs was initiated immediately in Europe, it was
suspended because information from Japan became unavailable due to the Anti-Christian
Edicts, including the deportation of missionaries. The 26 Martyrs of Japan were beatified in
1627 and 1629 afterward in Rome.

Fr. Forcade was ordained Bishop as Titular Bishop of Samos and Apostolic Vicar of Japan on
February 21, 1847 in Hong Kong by Bishop Rizzolati, Apostolic Vicar of Houkouang. He was
appointed Apostolic Vicar of Hong Kong in 1848. He became sick in 1849 and returned to
France in 1850. After leaving the Paris Foreign Missions Society, he became the bishop of
Guadeloupe diocese, Nevers diocese and Aix archdiocese successively. He passed away on
September 12, 1885. He attended the canonization ceremony in Rome despite the disapproval of
the French government. The Apostolic Vicariate of Japan was divided into Northern and
Southern Vicariates in 1876. Bishop Forcade sent Bishop Osouf to the Northern Vicariate after
ordaining him Bishop. He also created an opportunity for the Sisters of Charity and Christian
Instruction of Nevers to come to Japan. In addition, he recommended St. Bernadette to become
a member of the Congregation.

In 1858, the Edo Shogunate signed trade agreements with five countries: the United States, the
Netherlands, Russia, Britain and France. The Shogunate allowed churches to be built only
within foreign settlements.
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