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On the Occasion of the Second Anniversary of the Great Earthquake on March 11

Nearly two years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake. Even now,
however, it can hardly be said that peace and hope have been restored to people in the afflicted
areas, or that reconstruction is in sight. Therefore, as president of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Japan, I would like to inform all of you in the Catholic Church in Japan about the
current situation as exactly as possible so that we might think together about what we can do.

For afflicted persons, the primary cause for their suffering, agony, distress, and anxiety
1s, simply put, that there is as yet no prospect of reconstruction. A huge obstacle is that the
solutions to the crucial issues such as securing safe housing, eliminating radioactive
contamination, redeveloping industries and generating employment are hardly foreseeable.

With regard to housing, people first lived in shelters, and now in temporary housing.
Although they are expected to move to public reconstruction housing in the future, nobody seems
to know when it will happen. Therefore, there is a tendency that those who have enough
economic potential, physical strength and vitality leave the temporary housing and “vulnerable”
ones are left behind. It is also feared that those remaining suffer new emotional distress so that
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the number of those who wish to commit suicide increases due to anxiety about the future.

In Fukushima Prefecture where people are suffering from radioactive contamination, it
is said that they will not be able to return to their homes with ease for at least five more years. In
reality, however, it seems likely to be postponed to a later date. The number of those who have
evacuated from Fukushima is expected to reach 160,000. How can they go back to their
hometowns if the contamination will not be eliminated? Moreover, as long as nuclear plants exist
there remains a risk that their beloved hometowns will be contaminated again by radiation, since
technology developed by humanity is not perfect.

With regard to job opportunities or employment, the number of young people who leave
Fukushima is increasing because there are not enough secure jobs to sustain their future. One
reason behind this is difficulties in redeveloping primary industries located mostly in the coastal
regions. Why is it so difficult? How can we redevelop them? These are the issues we have to
tackle in the future.

The Catholic Church is making every effort to accompany people sincerely and to build
close relationships among people in the regions.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation and respect to those who have been
working in various ways until now, for example, the Sisters’ Relay conducted even now in the
forms of aid activities in the afflicted areas and prayers in convents nationwide, the volunteers’
bases as the signs of all the Japanese ecclesiastical provinces’ concern for those areas, and staff
members and volunteers sent through the nationwide network of the Church. I hope the efforts
within the Church contribute to enhancing communication in the regions and become helpful in
accompanying people living there.

Volunteers’ bases serve as the centers* for the Church to closely support the afflicted
areas. As was the case during the shift from shelters to temporary housing, there is concern that
when people move from temporary housing to public restoration housing, those who have been
acquainted and become friends with each other will be separated again. The support to promote
friendship among people in the region will be all the more necessary because it is truly important
in reconstruction to alleviate new pain caused by the interruption of friendship. I sincerely wish
that the Church’s volunteer bases continue to be used for such support.

Without accompanying others, we cannot find out their wound or pain. Without listening
to them, we cannot hear their voices. Without taking a humble and sincere stance, we can neither
accompany them in a true sense nor contribute to building communities. Accompanying each one
of the afflicted ones is one of our aid activities. Meanwhile, we learn a lot from them in return.

Let us continue to provide both material and spiritual aid, and pray with people in
Japan and the rest of the world who feel sympathy for the afflicted persons. Prayers have a power.
Prayers are the sign of never forgetting.

Merciful God

You are always close to us, and share our joy and sorrows.

Give your help and encouragement to those who are suffering from the aftereffects of the latest
great earthquake.

We will make sacrifices and keep on praying for them, too.

May all the afflicted ones be able to live with ease as soon as possible.

May all who died in this disaster rest peacefully with You.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May our Mother, pray for us. Amen.
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February 22, 2013

President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan
Leo Jun IKENAGA, S.J., Archbishop of Osaka

Note
*Qur aid activities are carried out by the Sendai Diocese Support Center and others including the
following 10 bases.

Miyako Base

Otsuchi Base

Kamaishi Base

Kamaishi Support Center for Persons with Disabilities
Ofunato Base

Yonekawa Base

Ishinomaki Base

Haramachi Base

Iwaki Support Station Mominoki (Fir Tree)
Fukushima Desk
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On The Election of New Pope Francis

On March 13 2013, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Argentina was elected as the 266tk
Pope to lead the Catholic Church in the world.

He chose the pontifical name Francis.

On the occasion of the 50tk anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council
(1962—1965), the Catholic Church has been striving to live in the spirit of the Council following
the intention of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI who declared that the Year of Faith would be
celebrated for one year starting last October. The Council took up the themes of the
modernization of the Church, solidarity with suffering people in the world, and respect for and
dialogue with other religions and other Christian denominations. Moreover, it declared that the
Church must always be converted and renewed, stating, “the Church, embracing in its bosom
sinners, at the same time holy and always in need of being purified, always follows the way of
penance and renewal” and by stating (Lumen gentium 8). We must make every effort first of all
to renew the Church with Pope Francis.

We acknowledge that the Catholic Church must deal with various issues in the modern
world: For example, rectifying growing economic disparities; protecting the human rights of the
poor, children, refugees and women; respecting life from conception to natural death; being
committed to the realization of justice, peace, and the protection of human rights amid wars or
conflicts in various regions; securing the freedom of religions and interreligious dialogue;
abolishing religious violence; solving issues of energy such as nuclear power generation and
contributing to the protection of the environment; responding to the health needs of those who
cannot afford medical care; and serving migrants. We, as the Catholic Church, will address these
1ssues at home and abroad in cooperation with the United Nations, all countries, international
organizations and people of good will. I am confident that Pope Francis will guide, support and
help our activities as a wise and powerful pastor of the whole Church.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation for your kind consideration while Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI was in office, and for your close attention to the Church after his
announcement of resignation and during the election of a new pope. We sincerely hope for your
continued support.

I pray that God will bless each of you abundantly.

March 14, 2013
President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan
Leo Jun Ikenaga, S.J., Archbishop of Osaka

Pope Francis
December 17, 1936 Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina (76 years old now)

1958 Entered the Society of Jesus
1969 Ordained Priest
1992 Appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Buenos Aires
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1998 Appointed Archbishop of Buenos Aires
2001 Proclaimed Cardinal by Blessed Pope John Paul I1
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Celebrating the Election of New Pope Francis
To all Catholics

On March 13 2013, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Argentina was elected as the 266tk
Pope to lead the Catholic Church in the world. He chose the pontifical name Francis.

We expect that the new Pope will guide the Church based on his abundant experience as
a pastor and with his great zeal for evangelization. I pray that God will always encourage Pope
Francis and bestow on him everything he needs.

On the occasion of the 50tk anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council
(1962—1965), the Catholic Church has been striving to live in the spirit of the Council following
the intention of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI who declared that the Year of Faith would be
celebrated for one year starting last October. The Council took up the themes of the
modernization of the Church, solidarity with suffering people in the world, and respect for and
dialogue with other religions and other Christian denominations. Moreover, it declared that the
Church must always be converted and renewed, stating, “the Church, embracing in its bosom
sinners, at the same time holy and always in need of being purified, always follows the way of
penance and renewal” and by stating (Lumen gentium 8). We must make every effort first of all
to renew the Church with Pope Francis.

In the message announced during the 13th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops last year, it is stated that we must proclaim the Gospel everywhere and revive our faith
so that the Church will continue to advance toward the “New Evangelization”(cf.2). In order to
proclaim the Gospel, “we need to rediscover the ways in which Jesus approached persons and
called them, in order to put these approaches into practice in today’s circumstances”(4).

We acknowledge that the Catholic Church must deal with various issues in the modern
world with the new Pope: For example, rectifying growing economic disparities; protecting the
human rights of the poor, children, refugees and women; respecting life from conception to
natural death; being committed to the realization of justice, peace, and the protection of human
rights amid wars or conflicts in various regions; securing the freedom of religions and
interreligious dialogue; abolishing religious violence; solving issues of energy such as nuclear
power generation and contributing to the protection of the environment; responding to the health
needs of those who cannot afford medical care; and serving migrants. We, as the Catholic Church,
will address these issues at home and abroad in cooperation with the United Nations, all
countries, international organizations and people of good will.

We would like to be fully committed to establishing the Kingdom of God in prayers for
the new Pope. Let us pray that the Holy Spirit will guide Pope Francis and ask the intercession of
Mary, Mother of the Church.
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March 14, 2013

President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan
Leo Jun Ikenaga, S.J., Archbishop of Osaka

Pope Francis
December 17, 1936 Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina (76 years old now)

1958 Entered the Society of Jesus

1969 Ordained Priest

1992 Appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Buenos Aires

1998 Appointed Archbishop of Buenos Aires

2001 Proclaimed Cardinal by Blessed Pope John Paul II
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