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Message from the Chairperson

99th World Day of Refugees, Migrants and People on the Move 2013

MIGRANTS ARE COMPANIONS ON THE “JOURNEY OF FAITH AND HOPE”

At the beginning, migrants take their first steps forward with expectations and
anxiety; and in some cases even with fear. In his message Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI, while recognizing these realities, still positions emigration as part of the “journey
of faith and hope”. He seems to imply that emigration must be a part of this journey.

For emigration to be an act of hope, faith that “God will never abandon his
children” and belief, that “along with difficulties, new and welcoming relationships can
be experienced,” are important. To achieve this, receiving churches must also play
their part by being communities that live together with the migrants. It is when the
paths of our daily lives converge, that we can become for each other, companions
walking together on the same life-long journey of “faith and hope”.

September 22, 2013
Catholic Commission for Refugees, Migrants and People on the Move
Matsuura Goro, Chairperson
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