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A Declaration from
the Japanese Catholic Council for Justice and Peace
on the occasion of the S0th Anniversary of the end of World War 11

TOWARDS A NEW BEGINNING

‘Fo all our brothers and sisters who love peace,
especially to everyone in the Asia-Pacific region

The Japanese Catholic Bishops® Conference has previousty published the declaration
‘Resolution for Peace”.' In this the Bishops’ Conference admitted that before and
during the war the Japanese Catholic Church “lacked an awareness of the prophetic
role it should have fulfilled to protect human Jife and carry out the will of God™, and
also pointed out that on the other side of the post-war economic growth “lurk
clements that are out of all harmony with the gospel of Christ, factors that threaten
the lives of people and truly endanger real peace”. We, the Japancse Catholic Council
for Justice and Peace, belicve that these two points are extrenely imporiant, and want
Lo take this opporfunity to express our point of view and make clear our



determination to apologize and make reparations.
1 The Church’s War Responsibility under the Emperor Systeny and Nationatism

Under the Emperor System and Nationalism, Japan invaded the Asia-Pacific region
under the name of establishing the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, kiiled
upwards of twenty million of our brothers and sisters, forcibly ook people to work as
iaborers and sex-slaves, and trampled on the earth as a battleground.

Looking back on hustory, since the 1894-5 Sino-Japanese war Japan has invaded the
Asia-Pacific region on a large scale, and enjoyed national prosperily as a vesuit.
History also clearly records that we, the Japanese Catholic Church, did not listen to
the suffering and cries of our brothers and sisters of the Asia-Pacific region whom we
were trampling upon, regarded the war as correct and sacred, and actively supported
1t.

Under pressure from the State and experiencing interference from the State, the
Japanese Catholic Church, beginning with the 1932 *Refusal to Worship at Yasukuni
Shrine” incident, officially accepted Shrine Worship as an expression of patriotism,
and afterwards forced our Asian and Pacific brothers and sisters 10 do the same.

In the 1935 “All Japan Diocesan Heads® Joint Message’, loyalty, patriotism and
selfless devotion to one’s country arc advocated with slogans such as ‘Do everything
you can in sincerity and good faith for your emperor and country” and ‘Gladly offer
your life for your emperor and country’, because ‘Japan is a country ruled by an
unbroken line of Emperors’.?

In an article entitled “The Greater Fast Asian War and Catholics’ in ‘Koe’ (Voice), a
typical Catholic magazine of the period, it was taught that “The aim of the Greater
East Astan War 1s to liberate the peoples of Greater East Asia from the unjust yoke
imposed on them, to fiberate the region for all its peoples, and build in East Asia a
permanent paradise of peace’ ‘based on the idea of universal brotherhood under the
sovereignty of the Emperor’; and that ‘to fearlessly take up arms and rise up has the
biessing of God’; and slogans like “Understand the true intention of the Emperor” and
*Strive to build a new order in East Asia’ exhorted readers (o pacification,’

I the 1943 “The Japanese Catholic Church Guide to Wartime Activity’ it says that



“the Church will do its utmost 1o accomplish the aims of the Greater East Asia war’,
and that “grounded in the Nationat Polity {(which is centered on the HEmperor), the

}

Chureh will propagate s doctrine’.

In addition, according to the Katorikku Shimbua (Catholic Newspaper), the Church’s
wartime leaders stated that “The present holy war is not being waged because of so-
caled imperiaiism and ageression; rather it is completely and utterly a fight for right
against wrong, a war for a great cause; it aims 10 manifest the only Imperial Way, is
based on morality, and its purpose is the establishment of the Greater East Asia Co-
Prosperity Sphere’,)

In this way the Japancse Catholic Church failed to read God’s will in the flow of
events during the war and failed to warn people: it failed 1o perform its role of
watchperson as in Ezekiel (33:1-7), and actually fent its assistance (o the war of
AEEreSsion.

2 The Anti-Gospel Elements Lurking behind Economic Growth

Having invaded the Asia-Pacific region once, Japan continues to invade its same
neighbors in another form after the war,

In the fifty years since the war we Japanese, instead of the noble work of establishing
the Greater Fast Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere have extolled peace and mutual
cooperation with the Asia-Pacific region, but in fact we have exploited the Asta-
Pacific region as a means to Japan's prosperity. Instead of bombs buge amounts of
apital arc being dropped; instead of weapons and tanks, bulldozess and chain saws
are destroying the forests of the Asia-Pacific region; instead of warships, huge
merchants ships continue (o rob the riches of the earth and the sea.

Japan once forcibly took our brothers and sisters of the Asia-Pacihie region 0 work
on the battleficlds as stevedores, soldiers and ‘comfort women’; now they are made
to do extremely difficult work for very low wages, and also made into objects of
sexual exploitation.

In this way we have allowed economic invasion to replace the war of aggression, and
the overseas deployment of the Self-Defense Forces in the name of international



assistance. Being in support of Japanese interests in the Asia-Pacific region and of
muiti-nationat companies’ profits, this is repeating the mistakes Sapan made in the
past,

3 Qur Apology , Reflection and Resolution

We, the Japanese Catholic Council for Justice and Peace, deeply apologize,
especially to our brothers and sisters of the Asia-pacific region, for the mistakes
committed by the Church in the past; and here express our guilt and resolve to repent.

This resolve means that in regard to economic invasion, and every other form of
continuing invasion, we will undertake the work of watchperson {(*If the watchperson
sces the sword coming against the country, he or she must sound his or her horn to
warn the people” Ezk., 33:3), and prophet, and fight against in justice.

There are many things we must do at the moment, but the problem of war reparations
1s particularly pressing. The Japanese government claims that ‘War reparations have
been scttled on the country to country level’, offers no individual compensation or
apologics, and is evading its responsibility in regard to former ‘comfort women” with
its plan for a private sector ‘sympathy money fund’. We will not allow this deception,
and resolve to be more positive in gelting the Japanese government to pay war
reparations,

4 Future Topics

Fifty years after the war, we have finally expressed our regret, our reflection and our
resotution as a concrete expression of our efforts to live with our brothers and sisters
of the Asia-Pacific region, However, this is only the beginning of our recognition of
the harm we did to the people of Asia-Pacific region, and of our self-examination’ as
Japanese.

Because we do not have the resources, there are several important subjects we could
not touch on in this declaration.

We have to make clear theologically why the Japanese Church interpreted the war of
aggression as a just and holy war. We have to analyze the theological reason we



swallowed the Emperor System and Nationalism and question that kind of faith.
These issues are faith problems for us today.

Also. when we think of war casualties, we Japanese have the problems of the
casualties from the atomic bombs and air raids, and the problem of Okinawa, These
are important problems that we must tackle especially with our American brothers
and sisters.

Om the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the end of the war, in order to tackle these
problems more seriousty, and to continue our efforts to build a basis for living and
working with our brothers and sisters of the Asia-Pacific region, we hereby declare
our intention o do so.

April 16, 1995 — Easter Sunday

Japanese Catholic Council for Justice and Peace

1 Resolution for Peace—On the S0th Anniversary of the End of the War, February 25, 1995,

2 See. Niton Ketorikku Shimbun (The Japan Catholic Newspaper), May +2, 1935, This kind of
article emphasized the obligations of Catholics as citizens.

3 “The Greater East Asia War and Catholics', Dol Tatsuo; Koe {Voice), August, 1943, It states
that for Catholics also the war is just,

4 “The Japanese Catholic Church Guide 1o Wartime Activity’, Koe, Junc, July 1944, 1t sets
forth the wartime Churel's basic principles and important tasks.

5 Bishop Yoshigoro Taguchi (Bishop of Osaka and Chair of the Japan Bishops™ Conference)’s
‘Homily for the Prayer Serviee for Certain Victory”, Nifion Katorikku Shimbun (The Japan
Cathotic Newspaper), August 27, 1944, Tn this way he claimed that the war was just and
hotly.



