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[ 2019 STUDY ON THE SEXUAL ABUSE OF MINORS BY CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS]
| REPORT AND ISSUES |

2019 STUDY ON THE SEXUAL ABUSE OF MINORS BY CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS:
REPORT AND ISSUES

Since 2002 the bishops have conducted a study of sexual abuse by clergy and religious in
Japan. Due to difficulty in understanding the situation and inadequate survey methods, this
report is very late, but we have decided to now publish the results.

As leaders of the Catholic Church in Japan we want to take this opportunity to apologize
to the victims and all those affected.

This report includes many issues the Church faces that need to be addressed, and we will
continue to work to understand the full reality.

Above all, we take these results seriously and are determined to do our best to prevent
such things from happening again.

We ask for your prayers and cooperation.
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March 13, 2020
Day of Prayer for Survivors and Victims of Abuse

¥ Mitsuaki Takami, Archbishop of Nagasaki
President, Catholic Bishops' Conference of Japan

FOREWORD

In the wake of cases of sexual abuse by a priest of the Boston Archdiocese in 2002, the
Catholic bishops of Japan released Concerning the Sexual Abuse of Minors! and formed a
project team to create guidelines for bishops to address the issue of sexual abuse by clergy in
Japan? as well as a desk for the protection of children and women (Desk). The main role of the
Desk is to create a system based on the guidelines and to raise awareness.

As a rule, it is the responsibility of the individual dioceses, congregations of religious, and
missionary societies to handle cases of sexual abuse and sexual violence by clergy and religious.
In the case of religious and missionaries, the diocesan bishop will be informed, and he will take
immediate steps to investigate. Only in verified cases of sexual abuse will he then report to the
Holy See. In Japan, it is stipulated that at the same time as the report to the Holy See the
president of the bishop's conference will also be informed. Currently, reporting to the president
of the bishops' conference does not mean reporting to the full membership of the conference.

The Desk has worked under the Bishops' Conference Standing Committee and Plenary
Assembly to issue a manual® with updated guidelines based upon the policies of the Holy See
as well as the position of the Catholic Church in Japan in order to establish a system in each
diocese. The Desk was responsible for the preparation of the questionnaire for this study and
for the compilation of the data.

This study dealt only with sexual abuse of minors by clergy and religious in the Catholic
Church in Japan. Sexual abuse is rarely reported at the time it occurs. It may take time for a
victim to realize that he or she was a victim of abuse, or the perpetrator may frighten the
victim into silence.

Sex crimes often remain hidden. In the case of a close-knit community like a parish it is
especially difficult for victims to raise their voice. The courageous people who have publicly
spoken out, including those who responded to this survey, are just the tip of the iceberg. There
1s a great likelihood that there are still people who cannot speak up, and so the true number of
victims of sexual abuse and sexual violence remains unknown.

Therefore, dioceses, religious congregations and missionary societies where this survey did
not turn up any cases should not leap to the conclusion that they have no cases. We need to
review whether we have an environment in which victims can speak out with peace of mind,
and the whole Church must work to eradicate sexual abuse and sexual violence.

1. SURVEY OVERVIEW
In May 2019, at the direction of Pope Francis, Archbishop Mitsuaki Takami, president of

! Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan, Concerning the Sexual Abuse of Minors, June 21, 2002.

2 Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan, Guidelines for bishops for the protection of children in response to abuse by clergy and
religious, February 2003.

3 Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan, To Protect the Rights of Children in the Church: A Manual to Respond to Sexual Abuse of
Children by Clergy and Religious, March 31, 2013.
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the CBCJ, sent a questionnaire on the response to sexual abuse of minors to all 16 diocesan
bishops. The purpose of this study was to understand the actual situation of the Church in
Japan regarding the response to sexual abuse of minors and to consider future measures. In
order to understand the situation more accurately, a similar additional survey was conducted
in October 2019 for 40 men's and 77 women’s religious and missionary communities.

The questionnaires asked for details of cases such as the occurrence and the time of
occurrence, the age of the victim at the time, notification and the method of consultation,
details of the abuse, the response and result. Concerning the accused, the questionnaire asked
the name, whether the allegation was admitted or not, action, the accused’s current status, etc.
There were also questions about whether superiors informed their successors of the situation
and record keeping.

II. SURVEY RESULTS

As of the end of February 2020, responses were received from all 16 dioceses, all 40 men's
communities, and 55 women's communities. Sixteen allegations of sexual abuse by clergy or
religious were reported.

In all cases, the names of individual dioceses, religious congregations and mission societies
as well as the number of reported cases in each will not be made public because doing so may
lead to the identification of the individual victims.

1. Unverified cases

We have asked for a re-investigation of many cases. However, for various reasons in some
cases verification is difficult because the alleged abuse occurred long ago and the victim recalls
no details beyond having been abused at an early age, the victim or the accused is now elderly
and suffering from illness or dementia, or the accused abuser has died. These situations are
linked to the fact that systematic reporting of cases, follow-up, or transferal of information had
not taken place.

2. The Victims
(1) The time of abuse and the gender of the victims

There was one case of abuse of a female in the 1950s, five cases in the 1960s (one girl,
three boys, one unknown), one in the 1970s (male), three in the 1990s (two girls, one boy),
three in the 2000s (one girl, one boy and one unknown), and two in the 2010s (one girl, one boy).
There was also one report of a case in which details were lacking.

(2) Age at the time of abuse
Of those who were abused, one was under the age of six, five were between six and 12, and
six were aged 13-17. In four cases, the age is not known.

(3) Reporting

The shortest period from the abuse to a victim’s reporting it was less than half a year. A
lapse of 10 to 30 years was most common, but it also took 50-70 years for some victims to speak
out.

Many cases were reported to the diocese or the religious congregation or missionary
society at the suggestion of family members or trusted Church personnel or on the victim’s own
Initiative as an adult after long inescapable suffering.
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(4) Response

In many cases, there was discussion between the victim (and others) and the diocesan
bishop or the superior of the religious or missionary institute.

If the perpetrator admitted to the allegations, a response was made in accordance with the
wishes of the victim, in many cases reaching some form of settlement or reconciliation.

On the other hand, if the suspect denied the charge or refused to respond at the stage of
fact-checking, there were many cases where the process ended with an inadequate response
such as an apology by the diocesan bishop or the superior.

3. The Perpetrators
(1) Affiliation

The accused are seven Japanese diocesan priests and eight religious or missionaries
(seven foreign nationals, one Japanese, and one unknown).

(2) Acknowledgment

In four cases, the perpetrator admitted the abuse. There were five who denied the
allegations. In seven cases, it is unknown if the accused admitted to or denied the charge.

In the cases of denial, there was one subsequent investigation by a third-party panel and
another investigation by a Church tribunal. In both cases, the results were kept secret. In
three cases for which no third-party panel was established the matter was dealt with privately,
in the internal forum.

(3) Actions at the time of discovery of the incident
Two clergy were suspended, one left the community, eight were transferred either overseas
or domestically, and the outcomes of five cases are unknown.

(4) Current situation of perpetrators

Of the known perpetrators, four have died, two have been laicized, three have been
transferred to other dioceses, two continue to work in the same diocese without public
knowledge of the case, and one is under medical care. The situations of four are unknown.

III. REFLECTIONS AND ISSUES BASED ON THE RESULTS
1. Compliance with national law

Sexual abuse is a crime of child abuse. It is necessary to develop an awareness that if a
child is believed to have been abused everyone in the country has a duty to contribute to the
prevention of child abuse by notifying the child counseling office or the welfare office of each
municipality, the police, etc. in accordance with Article 6 of the Act on the Prevention of Child
Abuset and the provisions of Article 25 of the Child Welfare Act.?

4 Article 25 of the Child Welfare Law (obligation to notify children who need protection), excerpt: The person who has found a
child who needs protection must submit this to the municipal government, the welfare office established by the prefectural
government or the child counseling center or the child commissioner. You must notify the welfare office or child guidance center
established by the prefecture.

5 Article 6 of the Law Concerning the Prevention of Child Abuse (Notification Concerning Child Abuse): 1. Anyone who has found
a child who has been suspected of having been abused shall promptly notify the welfare office of the municipality, the prefectural

government or a child counselor. Notification must be made to the municipalities, prefectural welfare offices or child counseling
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Pope Francis’ apostolic letter motu proprio, You are the Light of the World, 19,6 also
stipulates compliance with state laws. However, this study includes old cases in which no
evidence was found of any notifications based on civil law.

2. Obligation of Full Reporting
(1) Report to the diocesan bishop

During this investigation, there were cases of sexual abuse by religious and missionaries
that were newly reported to the diocesan bishops. If a case is discovered, it is necessary to fully
report it to the diocesan bishop. In addition, there have been cases reported to the
headquarters of religious congregations and missionary institutes and their diocesan bishops,
but it is necessary that the case also be reported to the diocesan bishop of the place where the
abuse occurred.

(2) Report to the Holy See

Regarding reports to the Holy See, it is necessary to respond based on Article 3 of You are
the Light of the World concerning the obligation to report to the local authorities and the Holy
See. In Japan, at the same time as the report to the Holy See, a report must be submitted to
the president of the Bishops’ Conference.”

3. Third-party panels

In this investigation, it was found that four accusations were admitted to by the
perpetrators, five were denied, and seven are unknown. Of the number of denied cases, only
one was placed before a third-party panel and only one was dealt with by a Church tribunal.

When an accused party denies the allegation, a third-party panel must be established to
verify the victim's accusation and determine guilt or innocence.

Third-party panels shall not judge solely by the standards of assault and intimidation
required in a civil trial, such as requiring testimony by the victim to prove the charge or
determining the existence of consent. For this reason, members of third-party panels must be
chosen carefully.

4. Information sharing by bishops and superiors

Investigations in 2002 and 2012 found that in no case was information about cases passed
on to the successors of diocesan bishops.

Information about all cases of sexual abuse must be conveyed to successor bishops and
superiors in order to monitor the activities of perpetrators in the future. Even if it is not passed
on directly by the previous bishop or superior, it is necessary to ensure the storage of data so
that it may be accessed by the successor.

The complete sharing of this information is also important in preventing the recurrence

offices through the office or the children's committee. 2. Notification under the preceding paragraph shall be deemed to be a
notification under Article 25 of the Child Welfare Act, and the provisions of the same shall apply. 3. The provisions of the Criminal
Code for confidential disclosure and other confidentiality laws shall not be construed as interfering with the observance of the duty
to give notice pursuant to paragraph 1.

6 Apostolic Letter Issued Motu Proprio by the Supreme Pontiff Francis, Vos Estis Lux Mundi (You are the Light of the World), May 7,
20109.

7 CBCJ, To Protect the Rights of Children in the Church: A Manual to Respond to Sexual Abuse of Children by Clergy and Religious, p. 7.
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and spread of damage.

5. Dealing with perpetrators within the Church

The Manual mandates: "Clearly recognizing the legal and ethical responsibilities of clergy
and religious, offenders will be removed from any duties that may result in a recurrence of
abuse, and steps will be taken to ensure that they do not have any opportunity to interact with
children. In some cases, they may be suspended from the clerical state. In the case of a serious
scandal, seclusion or expulsion from the clerical state is possible."® This mandate must be
observed.

This investigation found a case of someone still working without complying with imposed
conditions. The bishop and the superior accept the fact that the sanctions have been limited to
"setting restrictions" and "merely time-limited sanctions (suspension of activity, private
residence).” Given that the perpetrator did not show true conversion or make reparation, they
must consider the perpetrator's actions and do more to prevent recurrence.

The bishops’ conference must also reconsider the disposition of the perpetrators and
consider a comprehensive rehabilitation program that includes counseling, medical treatment,
and spiritual accompaniment.

6. Consideration for victims

According to Article 5 of You are the Light of the World, it is clear that Church authorities
(diocesan bishops, religious and missionary superiors) shall strive to treat victims and families
case-by-case with dignity and respect, and shall provide medical, therapeutic and psychological
support for the victims as needed.

The total reality of the victim's pain (psychological, physical, social and spiritual injury)
must be taken seriously and responded to in accord with the person's wishes. Moreover, even if
the victim does not ask for help at the time, if at any time in the future help is needed,
consideration of the need must be given.

CONCLUSION

The dioceses, and religious and missionary institutes that are the subject of this
investigation shall establish new third-party investigative panels. These panels shall examine
whether cases were handled appropriately, and the diocesan bishop shall report the results to
the bishops' conference president within six months.

The subject of this investigation was sexual abuse against minors (those under 18 years
old). However, the concern of You are the Light of the World includes “vulnerable persons.”
Therefore, based on specific cases, we intend to more broadly consider sexual violence, and
respond to it in manuals, etc.

In order to deal with these problems, we will work in cooperation with the religious and
missionary institutes to eradicate sexual abuse and sexual violence in the Church, including
its educational and other related institutions.

8 Ibid., p. 8.
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| IN THE MIDST OF THE NEW CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC |

IN THE MIDST OF THE NEW CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
Some thoughts from the president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan

As we witness the worldwide spread of the new coronavirus, I want to share some thoughts
with Japan’s Catholics.

1. Prayer

The new coronavirus poses a global threat of infection and death that is incomparable to
the 2002 SARS and the 2012 MERS epidemics.

Let us pray to the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ to give the necessary help and
strength to all who need it: the infected, the deceased, health care workers, leaders, and people
who have been hit hard economically.

I wish to present to you a “Prayer for the World Suffering from the New Coronavirus
Pandemic” approved by the bishops.

O loving God,
Look kindly upon the world, now in great difficulty
Through the spread of the new coronavirus.

May necessary medical care be given to those who suffer from the disease.
Guide those who work toward ending the infection.
Protect all healthcare workers and all those who care for the sick.

Welcome the deceased into your eternal kingdom.
Fill them with everlasting peace.
May hands reach out to help everyone facing anxiety and confusion.

God, the source of hope,

Guide us in this crisis

That we may spare no sacrifice to prevent the spread of the infection,
That we may serve everyone in the world,

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Mary, source of hope and comfort,
Pray for us in this hardship.
(Approved by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan, April 3, 2020)

2. Recognizing the greatness, yet fragility, of human life and renewing our trust in God
Humanity has used its God-given wisdom to advance science and technology, especially
medicine. But now, people around the world are frightened by the threat of the virus and
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struggle to prevent infection and end the scourge as soon as possible. All of us are stressed as
interactions and gatherings with others are restricted and work and daily life undergo
devastating effects.

We humans are loved by God, created in the image of God, given a mission to govern all
things on earth, and are watched over by God.! But we are also like dust, wild grass, breath
and shadow.i That is why we keep in mind that apart from Christ we can do nothing, yet we
will not fear anything and will trust in God and have hope for salvation.ii

3. Taking a new look at our spiritual life

In order to prevent the spread of the new coronavirus, our activities have been restricted
and we have been forced to lead inconvenient lives. It is worth noting, though, that we are
making new discoveries about our relationships with others and nature.

Looking at our religious life, the cancellation of Sunday Masses has made some of us once
again consider the meaning of Sunday Mass and how grateful we are for it. “In fact, in the
weekly reckoning of time Sunday recalls the day of Christ's Resurrection. It is Faster which
returns week by week, celebrating Christ's victory over sin and death, the fulfilment in him of
the first creation and the dawn of ‘the new creation’ (cf. 2 Cor 5:17). It is the day which recalls
in grateful adoration the world’s first day and looks forward in active hope to ‘the last day’,
when Christ will come in glory (cf. Acts 1:11; 1 Th 4:13-17) and all things will be made new
(cf. Rev21:5).v To take part in the Eucharistic celebration on the Lord's Day, hear the Word of
God, relive the events of Christ's death and resurrection, and respond to the grace of Christ is a
great joy for us as Christians. However, because an unspecified number of people usually
participate in the Mass, we must seek and accept the will of God even though Mass may be
canceled or restricted.

On the other hand, Christ whom we meet at the Eucharistic celebration reminds us that
we are all united in him, and he is with us so that just like him we can approach others with
love and mercy. Especially when we are in such a predicament as this, we must show a spirit of
compassion. I must not think just about the safety of my own life but must be mindful of the
lives of all others and take appropriate actions. We must be careful to not blame or
discriminate against infected people, but rather, must be sensitive toward them and pray for
their recovery.

4. Efforts we must make
The following are recommended as basic infection prevention measures, and it is very
important to thoroughly implement them.
1. Thoroughly wash hands with soap or use a disinfectant solution. Reciting the Lord’s Prayer,
Hail Mary and Glory be while doing so can make it a Catholic prayer activity.’
2. After touching a doorknob or handrail be careful to prevent infection by not touching your
face.
3. Be careful to avoid these three situations that in combination increase the danger of
infection:
¢ Being in a closed place with insufficient ventilation,
e Not keeping enough distance from each other,
e Speaking to others at short distances.
4. Improve your immunity and resistance by eating a balanced diet and getting adequate sleep.
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April 3, 2020
¥ Mitsuaki Takami, Archbishop of Nagasaki
President, Catholic Bishops' Conference of Japan

(Revised April 12, 2020)

i See Ephesians 1:4; Genesis 1:26, 28; Psalm 8:7; Sirach 17:2; Psalm 8:5; Psalm 144:3.

il See Genesis 3:19; Psalms 90:3; 103:14; 104:29; 90:5-6; 39:7; 144:4.

ii_See John 15:5; Psalms 27; 91; 118. Also, | suggest using Psalm 88 and others like it in prayer.

v St. John Paul 1l, apostolic letter, Dies Domini (The Lord’s Day), 1998, 1. | also recommend reading the following good books:
Pope Francis, encyclical, Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common Home (2015) and CBCJ, Reverence for Life: A New Look (2017),
available on the Holy See and CBCJ websites.

Vv “Catholic hand washing” has been recommended by the Catholic Church in Korea.
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15 Bp. David J. Malloy, Chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on International Justice and
Peace, 25 November 2019: Statement from U.S. Bishops’ Chairman of International Justice and Peace Committee on
Nuclear Weapons, Washington.

16 Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2019: Statement on Nuclear Weapons, Ottawa.

17 The German Commission for Justice and Peace, June 2019: Qutlawing Nuclear Weapons as the Start of Nuclear

Disarmament, Berlin.
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| 75 Years after the War — A Peace Message from the Catholic Bishops of Japan |

75 Years after the War — A Peace Message from the Catholic Bishops of Japan

Protect all life

Peace is the path of hope

To our Brother and Sister Catholics of Japan and All People of Good Will:

On the 50t anniversary of the end of the war, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan
issued the message “Resolution for Peace” in light of the situation at home and abroad.! To
mark the 60th anniversary, the bishops’ message was “The Road To Peace Based On
Nonviolence — Now Is The Time To Be Prophetic.”? Then for the 70th anniversary, the

1 CBCJ Message, 1995: Resolution for Peace — On the 50th Anniversary of the End of the War,
(https://www.cbcj.catholic.jp/1991ink5/02/25/5053/).
2 CBCJ Message, 2005: Peace Message After 60 Years From the End of War World 11 — The Road To Peace Based On Nonviolence
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message was “Blessed are the peacemakers — Now especially, peace must not depend upon
weapons.”3

This year, which opened just after Pope Francis' visit to Japan in 2019, is the 75th
anniversary of the Battle of Okinawa, the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the
end of the Second World War, and the founding of the United Nations. The world is now in an
uncertain situation where we face a new Cold War, an unstable situation in East Asia, the
nuclear threat, and the global environmental crisis.

We bishops planned to join the Peace Pilgrimage today on Okinawa Memorial Day but
have been forced to cancel our participation due to the new coronavirus pandemic. However,
our hearts are always with the people of Okinawa. With the Konpaku no To (Tower of Souls) in
the Okinawa Battlefield National Monument that memorializes those who died in the war as
the starting point for our reflections, we wish to share our thoughts on peace and present a
guide for future action.

Pondering the Tower of Souls

In the final year of the war, Okinawa was considered a "sacrificial stone" to delay a
decisive battle on Japan’s main islands by even a day, and thus a disastrous battle involving
the residents was fought there. In this Battle of Okinawa, which is said to be the most horrific
in history, the troops of both the United States and Japan did their utmost to achieve their
aims on this small island. After the fierce battle, also known as the Typhoon of Steel, the
remains of victims were scattered all over. They were gathered by the surviving residents into
a memorial that became a place of prayer.

This Tower of Souls has a special meaning among Okinawa’s many monuments. It was
originally a mound formed from the collection of remains by the residents themselves. It
eventually came to be considered the origin of the memorials for the war victims, the starting
point for the desire of the nameless ordinary people for an end to war and a place of renewed
commitment to end war.

At the exit of the Okinawa Peace Memorial Museum is inscribed “Musubi no Kotoba” (the
final word) which includes the following: “It is certainly human beings who cause war, but are
we not also the ones who can put a stop to it? .... This is our unshakeable conviction, learned at
great price.”

The keen cry of the people of Okinawa against war, military bases, and military build-up
comes from the experience of the Battle of Okinawa and underlies their conviction that “War is
so brutal there can be nothing more shameful.”* However, despite this appeal by the people of
Okinawa, the treatment of Okinawa as a "sacrificial stone" has continued and even today after
75 years its right to self-determination is ignored.

Today in response to the appeal of Okinawans who hate all war and value life, and offering
prayers for all war victims as we reflect on the Tower of Souls, let us renew our determination
to seek and take action for peace.

The heart of the Okinawan song "Nuchido Takara" (life is a treasure) which affirms that
nothing is more valuable than human life resonates with the theme of Pope Francis' visit to

— Now Is The Time To Be Prophetic, (https://www.cbcj.catholic.jp/2005/08/06/5119/).

3 CBCJ Message, 2015: 70 Years after the War: Blessed are the peacemakers — Now especially, peace must not depend upon
weapons, (https://www.cbcj.catholic.jp/2015/02/25/5182/).

4 Okinawa Peace Memorial Museum, Musubi no Kotoba.
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Japan, Protect All Life: “Our world, teeming with life and beauty, is above all a precious gift of
the Creator.”> “Genuine care for our own lives and our relationships with nature is
inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others” (Laudato Si’, 70).6 Therefore, no
one should start war, no matter what the rationale may be. We Christians resonate with the
cries of Okinawans and the words of Pope Francis, appealing for the abandoning of war and
permanent peace. Peace with all is God’s wish.”

The Catholic Church's stance for non-violent peace

Thirty-nine years ago in February 1981, Pope John Paul II, proclaimed this powerful
message in Hiroshima: "War is the work of man. War is the destruction of human life. War is
death. ... To remember the past is to commit oneself to the future. ... Let us promise our fellow
human beings that we will work untiringly for disarmament and the banishing of all nuclear
weapons.”

In response to this appeal, the following year the Japanese bishops instituted an annual
"Ten Days for Peace" (August 6-15) to reflect about and pray for peace and began to speak
forthrightly on issues of peace and human rights.

The decision of the Japanese bishops resonates with the message Pope Francis’ 2017
World Day of Peace message. The pope expressed his support of "active non-violence" and said,
"may nonviolence become the hallmark of our decisions, our relationships and our actions, and
indeed of political life in all its forms."

In August of the same year, the pope revised paragraph 2267 of The Catechism of the
Catholic Church to confirm opposition to the death penalty because, “the death penalty is
inadmissible because it 1s an attack on the inviolability and dignity of the person.”

On September 20, 2017, the Vatican joined two other nations in being the first countries to
sign and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, and in November hosted an
international conference on “Prospects for a World Free from Nuclear Weapons and for
Integral Disarmament.” At that conference, Pope Francis said regarding nuclear weapons,
“The threat of their use, as well as their very possession, is to be firmly condemned. ...
Essential in this regard is the witness given by the Hibakusha, the survivors of the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, together with other victims of nuclear arms testing. May their
prophetic voice serve as a warning, above all for coming generations!”

As for “nuclear deterrence theory,” the pope continued, “The teaching of John
XXIII remains ever valid. In pointing to the goal of an integral disarmament, he stated:
‘Unless this process of disarmament be thoroughgoing and complete, and reach men’s very
souls, i1t 1s impossible to stop the arms race, or to reduce armaments, or — and this is the main
thing — ultimately to abolish them entirely.” (Pacem in Terris, April 11, 1963)

The Pope's Peace Message in Japan

Last November, Pope Francis visited Nagasaki and Hiroshima “as a pilgrim of peace, to
stand in silent prayer, to recall the innocent victims of such violence, and to bear in my heart
the prayers and yearnings of the men and women of our time."8 The pope appealed to the
world on behalf of the aging atomic bomb survivors who seek peace more than anyone else,

5 Pope Francis, Sermon at Tokyo Dome, November 25, 2019.

6 Ibid.

7 Cf. Hebrews 12:14, Romans 12:18.

8 Pope Francis, Speech at the Meeting for Peace at the Peace Memorial, Hiroshima, November 24, 2019.
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“the young, who long for peace, who work for peace and who sacrifice themselves for peace,”

”

“the poor who are always the most helpless victims of hatred and conflict,” “the voiceless, who
witness with concern and anguish the growing tensions of our own time,”® and voices against
the arms race, no matter how small.1® Without blaming anyone, the pope faced the ultimate
moral issue of peace, and gave a strong message about armaments and nuclear weapons. "The
arms race wastes precious resources. ... The money that is squandered and the fortunes made
through the manufacture, upgrading, maintenance and sale of ever more destructive weapons,
are an affront crying out to heaven.”!! Later in Hiroshima he said, "the use of atomic energy
for purposes of war is today, more than ever, a crime not only against the dignity of human
beings but against any possible future for our common home. The use of atomic energy for
purposes of war is immoral, just as the possessing of nuclear weapons is immoral.”12

The pope’s call is intended for all people. "A world of peace, free from nuclear weapons ...
To make this ideal a reality calls for involvement on the part of all: individuals, religious
communities and civil society, countries that possess nuclear weapons and those that do not,
the military and private sectors, and international organizations. Our response to the threat of
nuclear weapons must be joint and concerted.” “For her part, the Catholic Church is
irrevocably committed to promoting peace between peoples and nations. This is a duty to which
the Church feels bound before God and every man and woman in our world. We must never
grow weary of working to support the principal international legal instruments of nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation, including the Treaty on the prohibition of nuclear
weapons.”’13

Responding to the pope's call, the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Japan issued a letter
last December in its president's name to Prime Minister Abe, urging the signing and
ratification of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. The U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on International Justice and Peace also supported Pope Francis'
remarks in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and issued a statement urging their government "to
exercise global leadership for mutual, verifiable nuclear disarmament.”** The bishops of
Canada'® and Germany!6 issued statements last year in support of the Vatican's policy of
abolishing nuclear weapons, and in response to the pope's recent stance have
expressed a change in attitudes regarding nuclear deterrence.

Peace, a journey of hope

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the start of the Korean war. The tragedy of one
people at war among themselves is not unrelated to Japan's 35-year rule in Korea. The Korean
War remains a source of trouble, and East Asia, including Japan, was dragged into the Cold
War and its conflicts between the interests of the great powers, and so progress on peace
remains uncertain. How we contribute to peacebuilding in East Asia will reveal whether we,

% Ibid.
10 Pope Francis, Address on Nuclear Weapons at the Atomic Bomb Hypocenter Park, Nagasaki, November 24, 2019.

1 1bid.

12 pPope Francis: Speech at Meeting for Peace.

13 Pope Francis: Address on Nuclear Weapons.

14 Bp. David J. Malloy, Chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on International Justice and Peace,
November 25, 2019: Statement from U.S. Bishops’ Chairman of International Justice and Peace Committee on Nuclear Weapons,
Washington.

15 Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2019: Statement on Nuclear Weapons, Ottawa.

16 The German Commission for Justice and Peace, June 2019: Outlawing Nuclear Weapons as the Start of Nuclear Disarmament,
Berlin.
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the Church in Japan, can follow the words of Pope Francis. To do so, we renew our
determination to face the past unflinchingly and continue to take responsibility for the future.

In this year's World Day of Peace message, Pope Francis says that the journey to peace is
"a journey of hope in the face of obstacles and trial." “It is a patient effort to seek truth and
justice, to honor the memory of victims and to open the way, step by step, to a shared hope
stronger than the desire for vengeance.” And so, "Hope is thus the virtue that inspires us and
keeps us moving forward, even when obstacles seem insurmountable." Along with the virtue of
hope, "We need to pursue a genuine fraternity based on our common origin from God and
exercised in dialogue and mutual trust. The desire for peace lies deep within the human
heart.” As St. Paul tells us, "Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts" (Colossians 3:15).

We ask God to unite the hearts and minds of people who gather in churches and
communities in areas of conflict and those at peace. May the will and hope for peace we
received from Pope Francis' visit to Japan be enriched by the resurrection life of Jesus Christ
and the breath of the Holy Spirit.

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan
June 23, 2020
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Message for the Day of Seafarers 2020

The Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development has designated the
second Sunday in July each year as Sea Sunday. It calls for prayers for seafarers on July 12
this year. The Catholic Commission of Japan for Migrants, Refugees and People on the Move
also invites you to pray for seafarers and their families.
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Stella Maris: Serving seafarers for 100 years

On October 4, 1920, in Glasgow, Scotland, a priest and several laypeople met to discuss
ways to assist crews of ships anchored in Glasgow Harbor. It was the beginning of AOS
(Apostleship of the Sea), which became an international organization of the Catholic Church.
This year, we celebrate the 100th anniversary of AOS.

The AOS World Congress was to take place in Glasgow in October, but it has been
postponed to next year due to the new coronavirus pandemic. Even so, this centenary of AOS
(also known as Stella Maris, Star of the Sea) is a good opportunity for more people to know
about this apostolate. AOS activities currently take place in 322 ports in 56 countries.

Shipping has changed greatly over the last 100 years, but the vocation of AOS has not
changed since its foundation because pastoral care has always meant to serve people in all
aspects of their humanity _ the personal, the social, the professional and the spiritual.

Several international organizations have played important roles for seafarers. One is the
International Labor Organization (ILO: 1919) which is involved in their life and work. Another
is the International Maritime Organization (IMO: 1948), which deals with issues such as
maritime safety, and a third is the World Health Organization (WHO: 1948), which is
concerned with health. The work of these specialized institutions has improved the lives and
working conditions for seafarers but guarantees for their welfare and basic needs are still
insufficient.

At the beginning of the 20th century, seafarers' lives were unpredictable, harsh, and
unprotected. Today, conditions on many ships are better, but crews are away from their
families and homes for a long time, and loneliness is a great problem with fewer crew members
on board and shorter stays in port. Also, the increased speed of navigation, lading and
unlading makes work even more stressful.

It is often reported that it is difficult to secure a truly human living and working
environment because of disparities depending on one’s nationality, unfair treatment or
abandonment by the company, death, bullying and harassment, or even being taken hostage
by pirates and armed robbers.

The important thing now is to visit and meet the sailors. They look forward to chatting
with visitors and spending time with others. Building trust gives them help with problem
solving and provide social, legal, and spiritual support.

This year the shipping industry faces unprecedented challenges due to the new
coronavirus pandemic. Continue to pray for seafarers and their families. May Our Lady, Star
of the Sea (Stella Maris), protect them from all danger.

From a prayer of Pope Francis at Lampedusa
July 8, 2013 (unofficial translation)

Mary, Star of the Sea,

Once again, we turn to you

to find refuge and peace

and implore your protection and help.

Mother of God, our mother,

Look kindly on all who each day face the dangers of the sea,
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May each family be guaranteed the food they need to live,
May God's creatures be respected,
And may we serve the peace of people. Amen.

July 12, 2020

Mario Michiaki Yamanouchi

Bishop in Charge

Catholic Commission of Japan

for Migrants, Refugees and People on the Move
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