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Catholics in Japan
Diocese: A diocese is a missionary pastoral district
of the Church. The Catholic Church in Japan has 15
dioceses, three of which (Tokyo, Osaka-Takamatsu,
and Nagasaki) are called archdioceses.
Tokyo Metropolitan District
* Sapporo Diocese (Hokkaido)
* Sendai Diocese (Miyagi, Aomori, Iwate, Fukushima)
* Niigata Diocese (Niigata, Akita, Yamagata)
* Saitama Diocese (Saitama, Tochigi, Ibaraki, Gunma)
* Tokyo Archdiocese (Tokyo, Chiba)
* Yokohama Diocese (Kanagawa, Shizuoka, Yamanashi,
Nagano)
Osaka-Takamatsu Metropolitan District
* Nagoya Diocese (Aichi, Gifu, Toyama, Ishikawa, Fukui)
* Kyoto Diocese (Kyoto, Mie, Shiga, Nara)
* Osaka-Takamatsu Archdiocese (Osaka, Hyogo,
Wakayama,Ehime, Kagawa, Tokushima, Kochi)
* Hiroshima Diocese (Hiroshima, Yamaguchi, Shimane,
Tottori, Okayama)
Nagasaki Metropolitan District
* Fukuoka Diocese (Fukuoka, Saga, Kumamoto)
* Nagasaki Archdiocese (Nagasaki)
* Oita Diocese (Oita, Miyazaki)
» Kagoshima Diocese (Kagoshima)
* Naha Diocese (Okinawa)
Area and population: The land area and the area of
each diocese were calculated from the Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism website
“Nationwide Prefectural and Municipal Area Survey”
(as of October 1 of the survey year). Population,
demographics and number of households are based
on the “Basic Resident Register” (Ministry of Internal
Affairs and Communications, as of January 1 of the
survey year).
Number of lay members: This is the total number of
registered lay members. The number of clergy, religious
and seminarians (listed below) is not included.
Number of clergy, religious and seminarians: The total
number of clergy (bishops, priests, deacons), religious,
novices, applicants, associate members, lay members,
and seminarians. Generally, this is the number reported
by the diocese or religious institute to which they
belong.
Total Members: The total number of lay, clerical, and
religious members.

Churches, Religious Houses, Seminaries
Parish: A particular community of Christ’s faithful
established by the diocesan bishop. It is pastored by

a priest appointed by the bishop and has at least one
chapel.

Quasi-Parish: A community of believers that due to
special circumstances has not been established as a
parish.

Mission Station: A community administered under a
parish and served by a priest who regularly visits to
provide service.

Assembly Center: A facility outside the parish church
where the faithful of the parish gather for Mass at least
four times a year.

Religious House: A residence for members of a religious
or missionary order, institute, congregation, society,
etc.

Minor Seminary: A formation house conducted by
high
school students (minor seminarians) preparing for the

a diocese or religious order for middle- or

priesthood.

Major Seminary: An educational institution conducted
by a diocese or religious order where aspiring priests
(major seminarians) study theology, etc. A major
seminary is usually residential and does not include
external theological faculties.

Related Institutions

Child Welfare, Educational Facilities: Preschool and
child welfare facilities are included in this category.
General Facilities: Institutions conducted by dioceses,
religious orders, and missionaries are listed as well
as lay-run facilities approved by the diocesan bishop.
Among welfare facilities and educational facilities,
preschool- and child welfare facilities are included in
this category.

Clergy

Bishop: Cardinals, archbishops, bishops, auxiliary
bishops, and emeritus (retired) bishops are included in
this category.

Diocesan Priest: A priest whose direct superior is the
diocesan bishop. As a rule, diocesan priests do pastoral
work within the diocese to which they belong. Priests
sent abroad or to other dioceses are included in the
statistics of their home diocese.

Religious Order and Missionary Priests: Priests
belonging to religious orders and missionary institutes
including members of personal prelatures. Generally,
they are dispatched to various places by the superior of
the association to which they belong.

Deacon: This category includes transitional deacons
who are in the final stage of preparation for ordination



to priesthood as well as permanent deacons who
exercise their ministry as an integral role within the
church.

Religious, Members of Secular Institutes
Brothers, Sisters: Men and women who live in
community with vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience. This category includes the total number
of men and women belonging to religious orders
sanctioned by the Holy See or diocese.

Secular Institute: Men and women who live a vowed
life in the world as members of a secular community.

Seminarians, Novices, Others

Novices and Others: Those who are admitted to a
religious order or mission institute in preparation for
taking vows in that community.

Movement of Lay Catholics

Registered Members: The number of people included
in each parish register as of December 31 of the survey
year.

Whereabouts Unknown: The number of people
included in the parish register whose whereabouts
cannot be confirmed by usual means within one year.
If someone’s whereabouts cannot be confirmed for 10
years he or she will be removed from the parish register
and the number of registered members will be reduced
accordingly.

Entries, Departures, etc.: Number of people who have
entered or left seminaries or religious orders, those who
have left the Church, those whose whereabouts have
been unknown for more than 10 years, those thought
missing whose whereabouts have been confirmed, and
newly discovered people who had not been listed in the
register for some reason.

Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, First
Communion, Confirmation

Baptism: The sacrament by which one becomes a
Catholic. United with Christ, one joins God’s people,
is forgiven of all sin, and is born again of water and the
Spirit.

Infant Baptism: Baptism of a child under the age of
seven.

Adult Baptism: Baptism of one age seven or older.
Confirmation: The sacrament received after baptism.
One’s connection with the Church becomes closer and
faith is strengthened by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Sacraments: Matrimony, Mass

Catholic Marriage: Marriage of two Catholics.

Mixed Marriage: Marriage of a Catholic and a non-
Catholic Christian.

Non-Sacramental Marriage: Marriage of a Catholic and
a non-Christian or non-believer.

Non-Christian Marriage: Marriage of two non-Christians.
Mass Attendance: The number of participants in
Sunday, Easter and Christmas Masses. If the Mass is
held more than once the night before or on the day,
the number of participants in each is added up. For
Sundays (Saturday evenings and Sundays), the number
of participants is the average throughout the year.

Faith Formation (Formators, Catechumens,
Study Groups, etc.)

This includes groups for faith development and Bible study
that are held not only in churches but also in religious houses
and schools in parishes.

Formator: In the case of a lay person, one who
has completed a training program or is considered
to possess the equivalent who has been officially
appointed by the pastor to conduct faith training.
Catechumen: A non-baptized person over the age of
seven who is preparing for baptism. Children and
students who simply participate in church (Sunday)
school are not included.

Study Groups, etc.: Those who regularly participate in
study groups, lectures, research programs, etc. other
than baptismal preparation and church schools.

Faith Training (Church School):

Church (Sunday) School: Those who participate in
studies and activities centered on preparation for
First Communion and Confirmation as well as faith
cultivation after Confirmation. This includes unbaptized
children and students but excludes catechumens.
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